Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 VAT. LET 00307 142126Z 
11 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-20 TRSE-00 EB-11 OMB-01 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-04 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 USIA-15 SAM-01 NEA-11 

SAI-01 DRC-01 /149W 

030366 

R 141302Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5258 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION NATO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VALLETTA 0307 

E.O. 11652: ADS DECLAS 2/14/74 

TAGS: EAID, MT, NO 

SUB J : NORWEGIAN GRANT 

REF: VALLETTA 1520. SEPTEMBER 1. 1972 

1. PM MINTOFF INFORMED PARLIAMENT FEB 13. NORWEGIAN GOVT. 

HAS FINALIZED GRANT TO MALTA OF SIX MILLION HFONER (410,00 
MALTA POUNDSA-ONE MALTA POUND EQUALS APPROX 2.55 DOLLARS) 

TO BE USED ON MACHINERY FOR MALTA'S INDUSTRIALIZATION 
PROGRAM. MINTOFF EXPLAINED NORWEGIAN PM TRYGVE BRATTELI HAD 
PROMISED HIM HIS GOVT READY TO "HELP MALTA ACHIEVE THE AIMS 
OF THE MALTESE SOCIALIST DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT/ DURING 
MAY 1972 MEETING OF SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL IN VIENNA. 

MINTOFF ATTRIBUTED DELAY IN FINALIZING GRANT TO BRATTELI'S 
RESIGNATION AFTER HIS PARTY LOST REFERENDUM ON NORWAY' 

ENTRY INTO COMMON MARKET. FOLLOWING REELECTION NORWEGIAN 
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT LAST OCTOBER, NEGOTIATIONS 
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ON AGREEMENT WERE RESUMED. MINTOFF SAID SUM WAS INTENDED 
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FOR ACQUISITION MODERN DREDGER. 

2. COMMENT: AS REPORTED REFTEL, IT SIS ASSUMED MINTOFF WILL, 

AS USUAL, ATTEMPT SERVE SEVERAL PRUPOSES WITH NORWEGIAN GRANT, 

I.E., PROVIDE WORK FOR MALTA DRYDOCKS THROUGH CONSTRUCTION 
AND/OR ASSEMBLY OF DREDGER WHICH WILL BE USED FOR PORT DEVELOPMENT 
AND POSSIBLY IN ASSOCIATION WITH EXPANSION DRYDOCKS' 

FACILITIES. 

3. IF THESE FIGURES ARE BORNE OUT, WE HAVE ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF 
MINTOFF MAGIC. FROM ORIGINAL HALF MILLION KRONER OFFER, HE HAS 
NEGOTIATED IT UP FIRST TO ONE MILLION AND NOW TO SIX MILLION. 

GETZ 
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